




j

PuPuPuPuPublblblblblisisssishehehehehed d dd d  byyyyy ReReReReRehahahahahab b b bb GrGrGrGrGrouououououp,p,p,p,p, AAAAAugugugugugusususususttttt 20202020202626262626







SSSSSpppppoooootttttllllliiiggggghhhhhttttt ooooonnnnn LLLLLoooocccccaaaaalllll LLLLLinnnkkkkk aaaaannnnnddddd RRRRRuuuuurrrraaaaalllll AAAAAccccccccceeeeessssssssssiiiiibbbbbiiiiillllliiiiitttttyyyyy
Local Link is a vital rural lifeline, connecting people to
hospitals, support centers, and social services. For many, it
is the only option, and it is falling short. Passengers
consistently report that infrequent schedules and limited
routes leave them isolated. To bridge this gap, immediate
investment is required to expand coverage and lock in
consistent accessibility standards.



FFFFFrrrrrooooommmmm RRRRRiiiiiggggghhhhhtttttsssss tttttooooo AAAAAccccctttttiiiiiooooonnnnn

AAAAAcccccccccceeeeessssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeee  tttrrrrraaaaannnnnssssspppppooooorrrrrttttt 
iiiiisssss ttttthhhhheeeee uuuuullllttttiiiiimmmmmaaaaattttteeeee 

eeeeennnnaaaaabbbbbllllleeeeerrrrr ooooofffff 
iiiiinnnnndddddeeeeepppppeeeeennnnndddddeeeeennnnnttttt lllllivvvviiiiinnnnnggggg....

IInnnnnaaaaacccccccccceeeeessssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeee tttttrrrraaaaannnnnssssspppppooooorrrrrtttt tttttrrraaaaapppppsssss pppppeeeeeooooopppppllllleeeee wwwwwiiiiittttthhhhh
dddddiiiisssssaaaaabbbbbiiiiillllliiittttiiiiieeeeesssss iiiiinnnnn aaaaa cccccyyyyyccccclllleeeee ooooofffff ssssstttttrrrrruuuuuccccctttttuuuuurrrrraaaaalllll pppppooooovvvvveeeeerrrrrttttyyyyy
aaaaannnnnddddd sssssooooolllllaaaaatttttiiiiooooonnnnniiii .... BBBBByyyyy oooooccccckkkkkiiiiinnnnnggggglll ttttthhhheeeeemmmmmttttt ooooouuuuutttttooooo ooooofffffooooo ttttthhhhheeeeettttt jooooobbbbbjjjjj
mmmmmaaaaarrrrkkkkkeeeeettttt ————————— aaaaakkkkkiiiiinnngggggmmmmm tttttiiiit nnnneeeeeaaaaarrrrrlllllyyyyy mmmmmpppppooooossssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeeeiiii ttttooooottttt rrrrreeeeeaaaaaccccchhhhhrr
iiiinnnnnttttteeeeerrrrrvvvvviiiieeeeewwwwwsssss ooooorrrrr wwwwwooooorrrrkkkkkppppplllllaaaaaccccceeeeesssss,,,,, iiiittttt eeeeennnnnffffooooorrrrrccccceeeeesssss
fffffiiiiinnnnnaaaaannnnnccccciiiiiaaaaalllll eeeeexxxxxccccclluuuuusssssiiiiiooooonnnnneeeee ...

BBBBBeeeeeyyyyyooooonnnnnddddd ttttthhhhheeeeetttt eeeeecccccooooonnnnnooooommmmmiiiiiccccc hhhhhiiiiitttt,,,,, ttttthhhhheeeee lllaaaaaccccckkkkk ooooofffff tttttrrrraaaaannnnssssspppppooooorrrrrttttt cccccuuuuutttttsssss pppppeeeeeooooopppppllllleeeee ooooofffffffff fffffrrrrooooommmmm
bbbbbaaaaasssssiiiiiccccc,,,,, eeeeevvvvveeeeerrrrryyyyydddddaaaaayyyyyeeeee joooooyyyyysssssjjjjj lliiiiikkkkkeeeeell ssssshhhhhoooooppppppppppiiiiinnnnggggg,,,,,sssss cccccuuuuullttttuuuuurrrraaaaalllllccccc vvvvveeeeennnnnuuuuueeeeesssss,,,,,vvvvv aaaaannnnndddddaaaaa sssssoooooccccciiiiiaaaaalllliisssssiiiiinnngggggsssss ... TTTThhhhheeeee
uuuuulltttttiiiimmmmmaaaaattttteeeee cccccooooosssssttttt iiiisssssnnnnn''''ttttt jjjjjjuuuuusssssttttt aaaaa mmmmmiiiisssssssssseeeeeddddd tttttrrrriiiiipppppttt ;;;;; iiiittttt iiiisssss aaaaa ppppprrrrroooooffffooooouuuuunnnnddddd lleeeeevvvvveeeeelllll ooooofffff sssssoooooccccciiiiaaaaallll
iiiisssssooooolaaaaatttttiiiiiooooonnnnn tttthhhhhaaaaatttttttttt ssssseeeeevvvvveeeeerrrrreeeeelllllyyyyysssss dddddaaaaammmmmaaaaagggggeeeeesssssddddd mmmmmeeeeennnnntttttaaaaalllllmmmmm hhhhheeeeeaaaaalllllttttthhhhhhhhhh ....

EU Legal Framework

Article 26, Charter
Independence is a right
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hhhhheeeeeaaaaalllllttttthhhhcccccaaaaarrrrreeeee,,,,, aaaaannnnndddddaaaaa dddddaaaaaiiilllllyyyyyddddd iiiiifffffeeeeelll ....

TTThhhhheeeee sssssoooooccccciiii lllaaaaa cccccooooosssssttttt ooooofffff iiiiirrrrrrrreeeeeggggguuuuulllllaaaaarrrrr tttttrrrrraaaaannnnnssssspppppooooorrrrrtttt iiiiisssss mmmmmiiiiisssssssssseeeeeddddd tttttiiiiimmmmmeeeee aaaaattttt ccccceeeeennnnntttttrrrrreeeeesssss aaaaannnnnddddd ooooottttthhhhheeeeerrrrroooo
aaaaaccccctttttiiiiivvvvviiiiittttiiiiieeeeesssss .... RRRRReeeeessssspppppooooonnnnndddddeeeeennnnntttttsssss aaaaarrreeeeeaaaaa llleeeeeffffftttttlll iiiiinnnnn ttttthhhhheeeeetttt dddddaaaaarrrrrkkkkkddddd bbbbbyyyyybbbb aaaaannnnaaaaa nnnnnaaaaadddddeeeeeqqqqquuuuuaaaaattttteeeeeiiiii TTTFFFFIITT AAAAAppppppppppAAAAA .... BBBBBuuuuussssseeeeesssss
cccccaaaaarrrrrrrrrryyyyy ooooonnnnnlllyyyyyoo ooooonnnnneeeeeoooo wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrrrwwwww aaaaatttttaaaaa aaaaaaaaa tttttiiiiimmmmmeeeeettttt .... IIfffff tttttwwwwwooooo pppppeeeeeooooopppppllllleeeeep wwwwwiiiiittttthhhhhwwwww dddddiiiiisssssaaaaabbbbbiiiiillllliiittttiiiiieeeeesssssddddd wwwwwiiiiissssshhhhh tttttooooottttt
tttttrrrrraaaaavvvvveeeeelllll tttooooogggggeeeeettttthhhhheeeeerrrrr,,,,ttttt ttttthhhhheeeeeyyyyyttttt aaaaarrreeeeeaaaaa ppppprrrrreeeeevvvvveeeeennnnnttttteeeeedddddppp .....

LLLLLooooonnnnnggggg wwwww tttttsssssaaaaaiiiiitt aaaaannnnnddddd pppppaaaaaccccckkkkkeeeeeddddd bbbbbuuuuussssseeeeesssss aaaaarrreeeee dddddrrrriiivvvvviiiiinnnggggg ttttthhhhheeeee
dddddeeeeemmmmmaaaaannnnnddddd fffooooorrrrrfffff ccccchhhhhaaaaannnngggggeeeeeccccc .... RRRRReeeeessssspppppooooonnnnndddddeeeeennnnntttttsssss aaaaarrrreeeeeaaaaa aaaaassssskkkkkiiiiinnnngggggaaaaa fffffooooorrrrrfffff aaaaannnnnaaaaa
ooooovvvvveeeeerrrrrhhhhhaaaaauuuuulllll ::::: ssssshhhhhooooorrrrttttteeeeerrrrr,,,,, oooooppppptttttiiimmmmmiiiiissssseeeeeddddd rrrrrooooouuuuuttttteeeeesssss,,,,, aaaaannnnnddddd rrrrreeeeellliiiiiaaaaabbbbbllllleeeee
sssssccccchhhhheeeeeddddduuuuulllliiinnnggggg ....

AAAAA cccccaaaaannnnnccccceeeeellllllleeeeeddddd bbbbuuuuusssss 
mmmmmaaaaakkkkkeeeeesssss  nnooooorrrrrmmmmmaaaaalllll 
lliiiifffffeeeee immmmmpppppooooossssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeee...

“It's a game 

of luck to get 

the bus.”

“When using public transport - more 

often than not, I am left waiting more 

than an hour (for a bus that is meant 

to come every 15 - 20 mins) i.e. 45A -

sometimes it is cancelled without any 

notification on their app.”

“It's disappointing that our service is provided 
by Local link and yet they will not accept my 
free travel card, so we all have to pay. Some 
people are being charged up to 80 euro per 

month to travel to their day service.”

“Public transport that I use - is a total 

disaster. Buses cancelled no 

notifications on their app ... many 

times I have had to walk a couple of 

kilometres as the bus was a no show -

and I have training for the Special 

Olympics to go to.”

“Rural transport is really 
poor, and you still need a lift 
to the pick up stop. We need 

more bus stops.”



AAAAAcccccccccceeeeessssssssss DDDDDeeeeennnnniiiiieeeeeddddd

WWWWWhhhhheeeeeeeeeellllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrr uuuuussssseeeeerrrrrsssss 
fffffaaaaaccccceeeee bbbbbrrrrroooookkkkkeeeeennnnn jjjjjooooouuuuurrrrrnnnnneeeeeyyyyysssss 

bbbbbeeeeefffffooooorrrrreeeee ttthhhhheeeeeyyyyy eeeeevvvvveeeeennnnn 
rrrrreeeeeaaaaaccccchhhhh aaaaa bbbbbuuuuusssss ssssstttttoooooppppp...

WWWWWhhhhheeeeennnnn bbbbbuuuuussssseeeeesssssbbbbb fffffaaaaaiiiiillllfffff ttttthhhhheeeeerrrrreeeeettt iiiiisssssiiiii nnnnnooooo bbbbbaaaaaccccckkkkkbbbbb ----uuuuupppppuuuuuuuuuu .... IInnnnn
sssssooooommmmmeeeee aaaaarrreeeeeaaaaasssss,,,,,aaaaa aaaaacccccccccceeeeessssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeee tttttaaaaaxxxxxiiiiisssss aaaaarrrreeeee nnnnnooooonnnn---
eeeeexxxxxiiiiisssssttttteeeeennnnnttttt,,,,, lllooooowwwww -- lllloooooooooorrrrrffffffffff bbbbbuuuuussssseeeeesssss aaaaarrrreeeee ssssscccccaaaaarrrrccccceeeee,,,,,
aaaaannnnnddddd dddddrrriiiiivvvvveeeeerrrrrsssssddddd llaaaaaccccckkkkkll ttttthhhhheeeeetttt nnnnneeeeeccccceeeeessssssssssaaaaarrrrryyyyynnnn tttttrrrrraaaaaiiiinnnnniiiiinnnnngggggtttt
aaaaannnnnddddd pppppaaaaatttttiiiiieeeeennnnnccccceeeeeppppp .....

TTTTThhhhheeeee rrrrraaaaaiiiiil nnnnneeeeetttttwwwwwooooorrrrrkkkkk iiiisssss llloooooccccckkkkkiiiiinnnnnggggg ooooouuuuuttttt
pppppaaaaasssssssssseeeeennnnngggggeeeeerrrrrsssss ..... WWWWWhhhhheeeeeeeeeellccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirr uuuuussssseeeeerrrrrsssss fffffaaaaaccccceeeee aaaaa
dddddooooouuuuubbbbbllllleeeee bbbbbaaaaarrrrrrrriiiieeeeerrrrr :::: pppppoooooooooorrrrllllyyyyy dddddeeeeesssssiiiiigggggnnnnneeeeeddddd
cccccaaaaarrrrrriiiiiaaaaagggggeeeeesssss wwwwwiiittttthhhhhooooouuuuutttt ppppprrrooooopppppeeeeerrrrr rrrrraaaaammmmmpppppsssss,,,, aaaaannnnnddddd
sssssttttaaaaaffffffffff wwwwwhhhhhooooo aaaaarrrrreeeeennnnn'''''ttttt tttttrrrraaaaaiiiinnnneeeeeddddd tttttooooo sssssuuuuuppppppppppooooorrrrrttttt
ttttthhhhheeeeemmmmm ..... WWWWWhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrr uuuuussssseeeeerrrrrsssssuuuuu mmmmmuuuuussssstttttmmm ssssstttttiiiiillllsssss bbbbbooooooooookkkkk
2222244444 hhhhhooooouuuuurrrrsssss aaaaahhhhheeeeeaaaaaddddd jjjjjjjuuuuusssssttttt tttttooooo ggggguuuuuaaaaarrrrraaaaannnnnttttteeeeeeeeee aaaaa
rrraaaaammmmmppppp,,,,, aaaaannnnddddd ttttthhhhheeeeeyyyyy aaaaarrrrreeeee hhhhhiiiiittttt wwwwwiiiittttthhhhh uuuuunnnnnffffaaaaaiiiiirrrr
ssssseeeeerrrvvvvviiiiiccccceeeee ccccchhhhhaaaaarrrrgggggeeeeesssss dddddeeeeessssspppppiiiiittttteeeee hhhhhooooollldddddiiiiinnnnnggggg fffffrrreeeeeeeeee
tttttrrraaaaavvvvveeeeelllll pppppaaaaasssssssssseeeeesssssp .....

RRRRReeeeeaaaaaccccchhhhhiiiinnnnnggggg   tttthhhhheeeee ssssstttttoooooppppp 
iiiiisssss jjjjjuuuuusssssttttt ttthhhheeeee fffffiiiirrrrrssssttttt 
hhhhhuuuuurrrrdddddlllleeeee.....  FFFaaaaauuuuullllttttyyyyy 
rrrraaaaammmmmpppppsssss,,,,, liiimmmmmiiiiittttteeeeeddddd 

ssssspppppaaaaaccccceeeeesssss,,,,, aaaaannnnnddddd bbbbbrrrrroooookkkkkeeeeennnnn 
llliiiiffffftttttsssss dddddeeeeerrrrraaaaaiiiiilllll ttthhhhheeeee rrrrreeeesssssttttt  

ooooofffff ttttthhhhheeeee jooooouuuuurrrrrnnnnneeeeeyyyyy.....

“““““WWWWWeeeee aaaaarrrreeeee lluuuuuccccckkkkkyyyyy ttttooooo hhhaaaaavvvvveeeee WWWWW
pppppuuuuubbbbblllliiiiccccc tttttrrrrraaaaannnnnssssspppppooooorrrrrttttt ooooonnnnn ooooouuuuurrrrr 

dddddoooooooooorrrrrsssssttttteeeeeppppp,,,,, bbbbuuuuuttttt ttttthhhhheeeee 
fffffooooooooootttttpppppaaaaattttthhhhhsssss aaaaarrrrreeeee wwwwwhhhhhaaaaattttt  aaaaarrrrreeeee 
cccccaaaaauuuuusssssiiiiinnnnnggggg uuuuusssss ttttthhhhheeeee iiiiissssssssuuuuueeeeesssss.....”””””

“““““ hhhhheeeeerrrreeeee  iiisssss aaaaa bbbbaaaaarrrrr oooonnnnn  pppppuuuuubbbbbllliiiiiccccc TTTT
bbbbbuuuuussssseeeeesssss innnnn tthhhhheeeee wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrrr 

aaaaarrrreeeeeaaaaa  ttttthhhhhaaaaattttt  mmmmaaaaakkkkkeeeeesssss   iiiiittttt dddddiiiiiffffffffffiiiiicccuuuulllllttttt  
ffffooooorrrr mmmmoooootttttooooorrrrriiiiissssseeeeeddddd   wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeelllllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrrrssss 

tttttooooo ffffiiiiittttt  innnnn tttthhhhheeeee ssssspppppaaaaaccccceeeee.....”””””

“““““ hhhhheeeee DDDDDAAAAARRRRRTTTTT cccccaaaaannnnn aaaaalllllsssssooooo bbbbbeeeee TTT
ccccchhhhhaaaaallllllleeeeennnnngggggiiiiinnnnggggg fffffoooorrrrr 

mmmmmoooootttttooooorrrriiiiissssseeeeeddddd wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrrrsss  
aaaaasssss aaaaa rrrreeeeesssssuuuuulllllttt ooooofffff tttthhhhheeeee bbbbbaaaaarrrrr iiiinnnnn 
ttttthhhhheeeee wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllcccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrrr aaaaarrrrreeeeeaaaaasssss....”””””

“““““ hhhhheeeee llliiiifffffttttt  aaaaattttt ttttthhhhheeeee TTT
DDDDDAAAAARRRRRTTTT ssssstttttaaaaatttttiiiiiooooonnnnn isssss 

nnnnneeeeevvvvveeeeerrrrr  wwwwwooooorrrrrkkkkkiiiiinnnnnggggg.....”””””

“““““ uuuuurrrrrrrreeeeennnnntttttllllyyyyy  ttttthhhhheeeeerrrrreeeee iiiiisss ooooonnnnnllllyyyyy ooooonnnnneeeee CCCCC
wwwwwhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllccccchhhhhaaaaaiiiiirrrr aaaacccccccccceeeeessssssssssiiiiibbbbbllllleeeee tttttaaaaaxxxxxiiiii iiiiinnnnn 
CCCCCaaaaassssstttttllleeeeebbbbbaaaaarrrr.. TTThhhhiiiiisssss  tttttaaaaaxxxxxiiiii ooopppppeeeeerrrrraaaaattttteeeeesssss 

TTTTTuuuuueeeeesssssdddddaaaaayyyyy   ttttooooo   SSSSSaaaaatttttuuuuurrrrdddddaaaaayyyyy..... TTTThhhheeeeerrrrreeeee  aaaaarrrrreeeee 
nnnnooooo oooooppppptttttiiiiiooooonnnnnsssss ttttthhhhheeeee ooooottttthhhhheeeeerrrrr 22222 22222 ddddaaaaayyyyysssss....ddddd ”””””



FFFrrrrrooooommmmm RRRRRiiiiiggggghhhhhtttttsssss tttttooooo RRRRReeeeeaaaaallllliiiiitttttyyyyy
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